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Innovation at the core:

Dr M Azizur Rahman on
Uttara University’s unique

programs

Dr M Azizur Rahman, founder and chairman of Uttara University, shares his thoughts on the

university’s journey, research ambitions, curriculum reforms and entrepreneurial efforts.

He discusses how Uttara University has evolved into an academic powerhouse, aligned with

global standards and poised to shape Bangladesh’s future through education and innovation
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How many of the original goals
have you achieved since Uttara
University was founded? Where do
you see the institution in the next
10 years?

1 feol deaply honoured as | lock back on
Untara University’s journey. From the
start, our mission was rooted in social
responsibility, innovation, and quali-
ty education. Every step we tock was
intentional, building a sanctuary for
knowledge and personal growth. The
dream of founding this institution was
inspired by my experfences at Vander-

veloped five advanced research centres,
20 research cells, and over 40 state-of-
the-art laboratories, Our Ragship re-
search hubs, such as the Generative Al
Lab and the Embedded Systems and loT
Lab, are at the forefront of Industry 4.0,
connecting academic knowledge with
industrial application.

One of our unique research areas is
Sports Science. Our Physical Educa-
tion Department, the first of its kind in
Bangladesh, i+ leading the way in this
emerging feld. Moving forward, we aim
to focus on interdisciplinary research
through global collaborations to create
real-warld solutions that benefit both
society and the academbc community.

One of our unigue

We continuously refline our curtdculum
to align with industry needs. Practical
training, field visits, internships and
soft-skills development are integral to
our programs. We work closely with
industry leaders to make sure our grad
uates are equipped with the real-world
skills employers seek.

tiatives. knowledge exchange and stu-
dent mobility programs.,

Our students benefit immensely from
these collaborations, gaining opporta-
nities to study and work abeoad, which
enriches their acedemic and profession-
al experiences, We are also actively en-
gaged with nternational and regional

the gap b
and industry isa challenge everywhere,
not just in Bangladesh. To address this,
we emphasise hands-on leaming and
skill-based (raining.

Today's job market more

clati to further strengthen these
efforts and expand global opportunities
for ourstudents.

How do you plan to align your
il ingand busi faculties

than textbook knowledge, we focus on
producing graduates ready to compete
globally and thrive in the 2ist-ceniury

with the evolving needs of Bangla-
desh’s economy?
We are committed o0 adapting our en-

bilt University and with USAID, shaping H worklorce. gl ing and b P o
a vision for what we could achieve in  Research funding is often a chal- research (?H'EC!S 3 meet market demands. As the sconomy
Bangladesh, lenge for Bangladeshi universities. spom Science. With the growing startup culture evolves, we've introduced an interdis-
When we launched Uniara Universi- How do you plan te address this? . in Bangladesh, how is Uttara Uni- ciplinary curriculum that combines ele-
ty, one of our primary goals was to of-  Even without government funding, Our Phyﬂfal' versity supporting students with ments from both fields.
fer education to students who couldn’t  we've built a strong research culture by Education entreprencurial ambitions? Developed by experts in curriculum
secure seats in public universities. reinvesting owr surplus into innovative To nurtere entregrencurial talent, we  design and project management, this
Alongside that, we wanted to cullivate  projects. A prime example is the Health Depamnt fhf have i an | i and  prog will prepare students for ca-
Individuals who could positively impact | fes Lab—ihe first of Jis kind in B i 2 : Incubation Lab that offers mentorship, reers that require a blend eof technical
s«:w. |smmr;: research, and ensure !‘»mi\I!LAsL\—:I;:;I:I fe\;l;l'ws unml:;nml first ofits kind in :umiing on;:ndnuniriﬁ. a’ml Ifﬁnurrﬂ nrn\i.“lu,wl:-::n-tl‘.‘mp:!r|l«::,I .
academic excellence. well-being an ical humaniti i of student-led startups, We also organ et st decade, we have seen
L am proud of how far we have come, We are also exploring emerging Bangiadesh, Is fse worksh inars, and k- a shifi, eng ing have
expanding programs and building col-  fields such as sustainable nancparticle feadf'n D‘?e wa ing events feamuring successful entre  become more popular than tadition-
laborations. For Instance, 2024 marked  synthesis, blockchain, and FinTech to g _V prensurs to inspire and guide students.  al business studies. By integmating
a milestene as we entered international  stay ahead in technological advance in this emerging Our goal is 1o build o vibrant entre:  both disciplines, we offer students a
rankings for the first ime and secured ments. To suppont researchers, we rec- preneurial ecosystem within Uttara Uni-  well-rounded  education, equipping
12th place in the Student Support and  ognize and reward those who publish field. versity. By forming strategic pariner  (hem with skills that meet current mar-

Engagement category at WURI zozs.
Over the next decade, | envision Ut-
tara University leading the region in
research and innovation. Our focus will
be onenhancing academic guality, pro-
moting intemational partnerships. and
fostering student and faculty exchang-
es=all aligned with the United Nations®
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

What areas hold the most poten-
tial for research growth? Are there
specific fields or projects you want
to prioritise?

Uttara University has become a leader
inresearch and innovation. We have de-

in indexed journals and offer Fnancial
support for conference participation
and publication fees.

To further strengthen our research
capabilities, we actively pursue pari-
nerships with industries and interna-
tonal organisations, Additionally, we
ncourage student  entrepreneurship
by backing research projects that have
commercial potential, fostering a cul-
ture ol innovation across the university,

How are you ensuring students
graduate with the skills that em-
ployers d d? Are you plannk
any curriculum reforms?

ships, offering expert mentorship and
providing essential resources. we help
students tumn theirideas into successiul
VEnTures.

This not only fosters individual
growth but also contributes to Bangla.
desh's rapid economic development,

How are you enhancing collabo-
ration with international institu-
tions?

International partnerships are a priori
ty for us. We have already established
collaborations with leading universities
and organisations workiwide. Those
partnerships enable joint research ini:

ket demands,

Through parterships with local
businesses, we provide internships that
offer practical work experience, helping
students build careers amnd contibute
meaningfully to the economy.

Dr Rahman's vision for Uttara Univer-
sity is clear and ambitious, focusing on
research, Innovation, entreprencurship
and global collaboration. With a strong
foundation in place and a commitment to

- the instine
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is well-positioned (o shape the [uture of
education in Bangladesh and play a key
role in the country’s socio-economic de-
velopment,



